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	Upcoming Events:
	
	
	

	
	No gigs on the schedule 

	
	
	
	

	Announcement: 
	
	
	

	Annual Show Tickets went on sale December 1st
Blast From the Past 
March 4, 2023, 7 PM 
· 2022 International Quartet Medalists – Midtown
· Also appearing – 2022 Pioneer District Champions – Chonk
Click here to purchase tickets

	
	
	
	

	History of Barbershop:
	
	Submitted by Don Horton

	Here is an example of the chorus newsletter called “The Wood Shedder”.   The date on this example is May 1972.   Check it out. 
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	Letter from the Director:
	
	Submitted by Brad Sharlow: Chorus Director

	Vision for 2023 – Let’s Move Forward and Try to Grow.  Year to “Take Off”.
I would like to challenge the chorus to implement the strategies we have discussed in our Five-Year Strategic Plan by setting some targets and deadlines.  The last few years can be described as such: 2020 – “Disruption” Year; 2021 – “Reacquaintance” Year; 2022 – “Transition” Year.  In essence, the last three years have been more of a survival and bounce back period.  Now it’s time to move past that and look forward.
Vision for Chorus: The Capitol City Chordsmen will be a growing chapter for all men that strives for musical excellence, to entertain audiences with quality performances while creating a brotherhood through enjoyment and fellowship with chapter members. 
2022 Accomplishments:
· 9 Performances over 7 months
· 30 singers participated in the 8 performances since July.
· Averaging between 12-19 people per performance
· Rehearsals – 10-20 people per rehearsal, averaging around 14-15.
· 3 New BHS Members
· 4 guests who performed in at least one performance
· 2 new quartets are forming to sing in the 2023 show
· 2 established quartets attended Bush League and came home with 2nd and 3rd place trophies.
· Attended our first convention (with 14 singers) in 3 years and set a new baseline (within 1% of winning the small chorus trophy).
2023 Goals and Targets:
· Have 20 people attend each rehearsal (asking each chorus member to commit to being at 75% of rehearsals over the course of the year).
· 12 performances (5 are already booked).
· 25 singers in each performance
· 30 singers in our annual show
· Membership and Recruiting – ask each chorus member to commit to bringing 1 guest over the year to a rehearsal.
· Retaining Members – ask each chorus member to reach out to a former guest or member to invite them back
· Quartets – have 5 total chapter quartets active and available to sing at chorus performances.
· Have 20 singers committed to Spring and Fall Conventions
· Have 20 chorus members participate on a committee (either backing up a board member or an ad hoc committee).  We need to have more representation from the full chorus on our committees.  Currently, most committees and ad hoc roles are served by the current 10-11 board members, and they are serving multiple hats.  Examples of subcommittees include: show committee, music committee, promotion (marketing/advertising and membership recruitment) committee, etc.  
Ways to achieve these targets:
· Re-introduce the Five-Year Strategic Plan and have everyone read through this.
· Educate members on the five seasons of our calendar year and use this as a recruitment and retainment strategy (as people seem intimidated to participate as they feel it’s a year-long commitment).  Allow people to decide which seasons they would like to be more active in, and coordinate with the Director, so he can know who to count on when for each performance.  The five seasons are as follows:
· January to early March – Annual Show
· Mid-March to April – Spring Convention
· May to Mid-August – Summer Shows
· Late August to mid-October – Fall Convention
· Late October to December – Christmas Shows
· Develop more effective communication channels for expectations.
· Develop an official chorus calendar where all the details of rehearsals, performances and committee meetings are included.  Currently, we have pieces of these on our spot reports, website and through emails, but we need a one-stop shop for all events.
· Standardize the singing enhancement program and find a way for it to work for all singers.  Responsibility: The Music Committee shall make this a priority for the year.
· Encourage additional two members to attend District meetings.  Currently, President and Treasurer are the only two members who attend regularly.  The more people who get engaged with the District and District activities, the more engaged they will become with overall chapter singing and performance opportunities
· Promote quartet singing opportunities during rehearsals and performances
· Promotion Committee formation: include chapter development and marketing vps, and other chapter members who are good at recruiting, advertising, engaging potential new singers, etc.
· Follow through on University Grant Program and begin partnership with MSU.
· Develop quarterly Saturday workshops to teach new concepts, music theory, or other training opportunities.
Director Commitments
· Continue to train and be educated in Barbershop Directing and Leadership
· Attend Harmony University in July 2023 if allowed through board
· Continue coaching with assistant directors
· Continue bringing new musical ideas to members to assist in singing and tuning
· Continue to provide timely rehearsal itineraries and effectively communicate plans
· Invest in a wireless microphone to use during rehearsals
· Bring in coaches to provide fresh ideas for music, singing and performance enhancement

	Message from our President:
	
	Submitted by Ted Rahl: Chapter President

	 "Another year over and a new one just begun".  That lyric was written in 1971 by Yoko Ono and John Lennon. Each year when I hear that song over the holidays it brings back to me the past and gives me hope for the future. Each new year brings us pause to reflect on the past year and look forward to the new one. 

As a chapter we have a long history.  More than 80 years of singing and performing.  The last few years have been very significant with the pandemic and the way the society around us has changed.  Barbershop harmony is evolving.  But we have stayed together as a chorus.  Our chapter is strong.  Our love of harmonizing and entertaining, sharing our passion for our hobby is still vibrant. Our future I believe is bright.

Moving forward I hope we continue to grow.  To grow in membership, yes, but to grow in our relationships with each other.  To continue support for one another, musically and people passionate about our music.  Not just as we say, "keep the whole world singing", but keep sharing our music with audiences and bringing our joy of our music to the community around us.

Which is why I am so happy that our chapter was supportive of producing our first annual show since 2019.  It will be great to be on stage again and share our music after three long years.  A big undertaking but well worth the work it will take to present the best show ever.  A labor of love if you will excuse my enthusiasm.

Can't wait to get back on the risers with you for the new year and a great show.

“It's GREAT TO BE A BARBERSHOPPER!!!”

Ted Rahl
President Lansing Chapter

	Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries:
	

	
	· January 3  
·       Mike Roberts - member of Lansing Chapter SPEBSQSA Inc 4 years
· January 10  
·       Daniel Schneider - member of Lansing Chapter SPEBSQSA Inc 4 years
· January 12  
·         TR Gerard Birthday (70 Years Young) 

	  
	
	
	

	Joke of the Month:
	
	

	
	· Why do tenors stay away from steamrollers? They'd hate to do a slide and end up flat.
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	Capitol City Chordsmen
	

	
	First Presbyterian Church
	

	
	510 W Ottawa St
	

	
	Lansing MI 48933
	

	
	(517) 372-7464
	

	
	Click below for our:
	

	
	Website
	

	
	
	
	

	
	YouTube channel
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Facebook Page
	

	
	
	

	
	Instagram Page 
	

	
	
	

	
	Twitter Page
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[KEEP AMERICA SINGING.

_LANSING, MICHIGAN

3rd _in District

LANSING CAPITOLAIRES WIN
SILVER DIVISION AT MIDLAND

The Lansing chapter chorus cap-
tured third place honors in the
Ch(‘)’l'us (gmic]tl)tgionl ‘ut Midland, b‘;t
urday, April 29. It was a big day
furaghe Capitolaires. i

The 33 men who made up the
chorus sang (od Bye My Lady love'
and Forgive Me’, to win top honors
in the silver division.

‘The silver division, which the
chorus is champs, is figured by
mcmbemh;n% of the chapters. The
entire membership of the district
is divided by two, then they start
with the smallest chapters and add
these memberships until this num-
ber is reached. All chapters that
are listed in the first half of
the membership of the district are
in the silver division,

Tony Scoris of the Vagabonds,
said ‘Today has been proclaimed
Ken Gibson day in Midland’ and it
surely was.

After chorus competition, a fine
chapter dinner was held at the
Executive House Motor Lodge. The
dimer was attended by 67 people,a
new chapter record.

The Range Finders, with new bass
Ed Pohl, made a gallant try for
honors and placed 8th. Not bad
when you consider Monte Bates was
g:lé,hv midst of a very bad chest

The evening perfomance left the
vagabonds out in front with top
honors. They sang up a storm and
will represent our district at
Atlanta, Ga. Go get’em men! This
smooth outfit could really be
reaching for the top. Their coach,
le Pilcher, said that to date
re 1s only one othor anart of

that has received more points in
International Preliminary Cowpef-
ition this spring throughout all
of the districts.

A real fine hospitality room at
the Holiday Inn was hosted by Hon
and Sendy Horton. The room was
well visited and enjoyed by all.

We can’ t say enough about the
great acoustics of the anditorium
and the beautiful interior. It was
just fabulous.

GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT,
VAGABONDS AND SHARPLIFTERS

ON INTERNATIONAL SENO-OFF
FRIDAY, MAY 26

The Lansing chapter will host
the 1972 International Send-Off
show. This is the greatest show on
earth and will be held J. W,
Sexton High School on May 26th.
Show time is 8:30 p.m. You will
probably never have theopportunity
again to see and hear a line-up of
talent as great as this.

The Gentlemen's Agreement, the
Vagahonds and the Sharplifters,
along with the Orginal Cholce, plus
the Capitolaires chorus and the
Detroit Motor City chorus. This is
one that no Lansing chapter mamber
should miss.

The After-glo will be held at
the Olds Plaza. Get your tickets
now; they are going fast. Bring
your friends and neighbors.
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PRES IDENTS MESSAGE
By Bill McCurdy'

Every time I turn around or try
to catch my breath this great
Lansing Chapter and their wives
have gone and done something fan-
tastic again, I must say again;
there is nothing that will take
the place of a united effort. It's
Just great how every active member |
has given of his time and talents |
to make Lansing Chapter the center
of attraction. i

Again I find myself in the very
h: position of extending spec-
ial tharks to Sandy Horton for her
extra effort in meking our hogit-
alit y room at Midland a special
enjoyment. The signs were great |
and the snack most enjoyable. And
Dick Holmes, you' 11 never be for-
gotten for the arrangements of
that fine meal for the chapter.
The cooperation of all you people
rade it a complete success.

Some how the word THANKS seems
0 inadequate to say to director
Ken Gibson and that great Capitol- i
aires Chorus for the tremendcus'
job at Midland. I'm so very proud!
of all you guys. And especially!
for going along with your ole’ |
Pres. and his feeble mind. At
least I didn’t forget my pants.

“LANSING CHAPTER | -
!
F |
OFF ICERS j
Biie MCCURDY.. .. .PRESIDENT
UK I PORL.MEMBERSHIP VP
KENNETH GIOSON. . PROGHAM \p
Josern DEAN. .. .. Treasurer' B
tank TERD, ....... SECRETARY,
[KENNF T GIBSON. .. . OIRECTOR
RicuARG HOLMES ..\ LW s E01TOR
JACK OLIVER....ASST. ED1TOR
L
MEETING AT THE OLDS PLAZA|
CVERY MONDAY EVENING AT 8,

CHORUS RECE IVES
STANDING OVATION
FROM E. LANSING LIONS

East Lansing Lions Club was
treated to some fine barbershop
hamony by the Lansing Capitolai res
chorus, on April 27th.

Little did the Lions Club know
then that the sweet sounds they
were hearing would carry the chorus
to third place at Midland.

This was the first pay job for
the chorus and they sang like pros,
We are sure they will have more in
the future as the Lions gave the
chorus a standing ovation.

DON'T MISS DAVE STEVENS
MONDAY, JUNE STH

Lansing chapter proudly invites
all Barbershoppers and their
guests to an evening with Dave
Stevens on Monday, June 5th, at
the Olds Plaza,

Dave is our Interpational Music
Services Assistant. He 1s well
qualified for his job as he holds
o Bachelor of Music Education from
DePauw University and his Masters
from Northwestern. Dave will
demonstrate what hamony is and
what is the Barbershop Style’. You
just can’ t afford to miss it.

BOARD VOTES DUES INCREASE

The board has decided to elim-
inate the door fee which is a
total of $13 per year per man, and
add $14 to the annual dues.

The dues will go from $21 to $35
which amounts to an increase of
only $1 per year per man.

This is very small compared to
some other chapters. The board is
sure that the members of the Lan-
sing chapter will accept and meet
this new challenge.

Your pay-as-you-go-Joe, will be
Dale Hamilton, in case you wish to
pay in small amounts whenever you
have extra change. Or you may pay
in full when you receive your
annual statement. The door fee
will be terminated June 30th.
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The Range Finders appeared on
the Flint show on Aril 8 snd -
Jjoyed singing for a very enthus-
lastic audience. They report that
they had the privilage of meeting
four very funny guys known as the
Valley Fourgers from the Illimois
Distriet.

A quartet can’t always take
their wives with them. However
this was one of those times when
they could and the girls declared
they enjoyed it even though they
had to listen to their husbands.

The quartet wishes to thank the
Lansing Chapter and their families
for their warm support with those
cheers at Midland. Also thenks to
Dick Holmes for the very thought-
full invitdtion card that waspass-
ed out to all the quartets.

The Range Finders also report
that on May 6 they sang on the
Lansing Sweet Adelines show in
Holt. They appeared with the
sharplifters who are headed for
Atlanta, Ga. along with our own
Vagabonds. The reports are still
coming in that the girls sure put
on a real production. Again the
Range Finder wives were there to
cheer them on,

The week of May 8 was designa-
ted as Hospital Week and the Range
Finders were asked to spread some
cheer in song at the ST. Lawrence
Hospital on May 10th. They toured
the complete hospital from the
nursery to the intensive care unit
for over two hours. Their comment

QUARTET

NEWS

was, What a rewarding experienci
This will help Lansing acquire
some needed protention points.

Their next sing-out was for the
Michigan Truckers Association in
Okemos on May 12,

Their tusy schedule will be int-
erupted however on May 22. That is
the day that Bill goes into the
hospital himself for corrective
surgery on his nose. The martet
will be inactive for about three
weeks after Bill gets out of Lans-
ing General.

Also did you notice the matching
Jacket and slack outfits the Range
Finders wives were wearing? The
girls green jackets match the
color of the guys coats, We under-
stand that talented Lu Johnson put
them together onher sewing machine.

NEET MORE NEW MEMBERS
FROM AUDITIONS

Douglas Pearson and his wife
Marlys, live at 169 Lexington, in
Fast Lansing. Doug is Public Re-
lations Manager for Motor Wheel.He
sings bass and he has two children.
Doug is 37 years old.

Irvin Dedow and wife Katherine,
have four children and reside at
3000 N. Cambrige Road. Irv sings
bass and is director of purchasing
at Motor Wheel.He was born in 1919,

Theodore McDaniel is retired. He
and his wife Nellie live at 530
Stoll Road in Lansing. Ted sings
bass and was born in 1889.

Willian Hayner resides at 11517
River Drive in DeWitt. He and his
wife Edith have four children.Bill
is 40 years old and sings lead. He
is a systems analyst for Motor
Wheel.
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NEW MEETING FORMAT

New meeting format was s
by the board. Chorus
every Monday night with business
meeting and a planned program,

Meetings start ot 8:00 p.m, sharp
and end by 10:30. Woodshedding
will follow., We may have a special
Friday fun night, too.

MORE NEW RISERS
he Capitolaires Chorus is grow-
ing so fast that they have to
keep buying more risers. A new
section has just been received.

FISH FRY CONING JUNE 9TH

On June 9th you will have a
pgreat opportunity to woodshed
'til your hearts content, This is
Lansings annual Fish F1y. You have
Just not enjoyed life until you
have attended one of these. Once
you do, you are hooked, Every Lan-
Sing member should be there. Qur
pride is at stake. Don't let an-
other chapter beat us in attend-
ance.

Why not meke up a quartet and
get in on the fun. Have at least
one song ready. Any name will do
for your quartet.

ANOTHER AUDITIONS COMING

We arc going with another aud-
itions, possibly on the tst and 2nd
of June. The Vagehonds are willing
to help again, we need all of
your expert help again. With the
talent we now have in this chapter
the sky is the limit. It will be
S0 much easier this time. Your
Membership Vice-President, Ed Pohl
will be calling on you.

Bob Johneon, Intornational Music
Director, was in town recently
working with the ‘Young Men In
Harmony Program’ . Some Schools
have already been contacted in our
area. These young high school men
will be future barbershoppers.

cae

Ken and Sue Lynam have opened
a music store in Benton Harbor,
called the Music Box. We are going
to miss them and we wish them the
best success possible in this new
venture,

BIRTHDAYS

April 29 - Mrs. John (Barbara)
Longstreth

May 16 - Mrs. Hawold (Gladys)
Kloko

e I

Tag of the month .

DOWN IN SUNSHINE LAND

SING
THIS TAG,

e W

e
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